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SECURITY
MARKING

The classified or limited status of this report applies
to each page, unless otherwise marked.
Separate page printouts MUST be marked accordingly.

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE QF
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE 18,
U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794, THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF
ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY
LAW,

NOTICE: When government or other drawings, specifications or other
data are used for any purpose other than in connectinn with a defi-
nitely related government procurement operation, tk: J.S. Government
thereby incurs no responsibility, nor any obligatior whatsoever; and
the tact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not
to be regarded by implication or otherwise as in any manner licensing
the holder or any other person or corgoration, or conveying any rights
or permission to manufacture, use or sell any patented invention that:
may in any way be related thereto.
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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARIMSHT CF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTCRS, STH MAT'TWLICN (A7)(SP), 2D AWTILL:RY
APO sar Mrancisce 96266

AVFB=FAG-C 1 May 1970

SUBJECT: Operational Repert ¢ tle 5th Battalion (A¥)(.”), 2d artillery
fer the Peried Endirg %C April 1970, RCS C5FOR-55 (R2) (U)

SeE DISTRiBUL ION

1, (C) Jection !, Operations: Significant Activities

a. Administration/Personnel:

(1) During the regorting period replacements were received in suffi-
cient numbers to fulfill operational requirements. However, during the

first week of April the enlisted strenzth dropped to 85% of the autho-
rized figure. During the second week of April the strength dropped to 327,
At this point consideration was given to administratively deadlininc a
small rumber of combat vehicles. However, sufficienmt replacements were
received during the following week to bring the battalion strength up to
90% of its authorized figure. The majority of these replacements carried
infantry and field artillery MO5's, and required intensified Air Defense
training at Battalion Headquarters prior to assignment to the Batteries.

(2) During the reporting period the following.awards were presented
to assigned and attached personnel:

ANARDS PERSOLNLL
3ilver Star 1
Soldier's Medal 1
Bronze Star (Valor) 10
Bronze Staﬁ.(Heritorious 3ervice and Achievement) 40
Air Hed'a.i 12
Army Commendation Medal (Valor) 29

Army Commendation Medal (Meritorious Service and Achievement) 92

Purple Heart _ 4
FOR of UT VUWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS,
03 ; '
hRfan CONFIDENTIAL DECLASSYND AFTER 12 YEARS
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVFRSFAT<G 1 May 1970,
SRMECT: Operational Report of the 5th Battalion (AW)(SP), 2d Artillery
for the Feriod Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (#2) (U1)

{3) The battalion headouarters was engaged in normal operations
during the reporting period with emphasis placed on strengthening the
ivrimeter detfense of the headquarters compound. COf particular importance
was the installation of a salvaged searchlight in a tower on the sauthe-
eastern portion of the perimeter. This searchlipght provides the compound
with a rapid, dependable, illumination capahility.

(L) There was ore admi.nisl ral ive move of 2 battery headauarters
faring the reportins period. (See b(2) below),

(&) ~Rattalion FPersonnel statistics as of 3C April 197C:

{a) Current 3trength:

AUTHOALLED A>3 151D

OFF 40 M OFF W M
sth Bn (AdI(SF) 2d arty 37 2 N53 LC 3 52C
sery 1 \S1T) 23th Arty 8 0 142 7 c 137
ST AR 2 2 ue 3 ¢ 1

L7 2 939 5C 35 19

{%2) JSains and Losses ! February 1970 - 30 April 1970:
GAINS Lossad

S&eh “n (AX4)\SF) A,Arty 270 Q4
Sery I (SLT) 2%th arty 32 33
Bery D (HG) 718t arty 53 i

\c, Casualties 1 February 197C - 30 april 1970:
IYFS ‘ LUMB:R

JDied of Sattle Wounds \
%illed in Action
Waided in Action
H4issing in Action
ton-fattle Deaths

NO@mO D

INCL 2

CONFIDENTIAL
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AVFR-FAG-C 1 May 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 5th Battalion (A4)(5F), 2d Artillery
for the Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-£5 (R2) (U)

(d) R & R Experien-as:

LOCATION FLB MAR APR
Australia 20 21 13
Bangkok 8 ) 1
Hawail 8 18 14
‘one Kong 3 0 3
Manila 5 2 4
Singapore 3 c C
Taipedi 0 2 3
Tokyo 1 3 6
In-Country %% %? Zg*

“Program terminated 15 April 1970.

(6) Current organizational structure of the 5th Battalion (Av)(sE,,
2d irtillery and attached units is at lnclosure 1.

b. Operations:

(1) General: The reporting period was characterized by a significant
increase in the number of positions occupied by automatic weapons and search-
lights. Deployment to remote areas was more common during this reporting
period ttan at any similar period of time within the preceding year. Both
of these facts are indicative of the relatively fluid nature of operations
throughout I1I Corps Tactical Zone during the past three months. 1n par-
ticular, the frequent deployment of II Field Force Vietnam Artillery weapons
to remote fire bases usually resulted in deployment of automatic wearons
and searchlights to secure these weapons. Due to the redeployment of the
st Infantry Division, the mission' of Battery A was changed from Genernl
Support 1st Infantry Division to Generel Support 1st Cavalry Divisior.

As an entire battery is now supporting the 1st Cavalry Division, the pro-
visional task force (Task Force North) is no longer required and therefore
vas disbanded 'on 20 March 1970,

(2) Unit Missions:

(a)} uUn 5 February 1970, the battalion (and attached units) was re-
assipgned from United States Army Vietnam to I1 Field Force Vietram, with
operational control exercised by II Field Force Vietnam Artillery.

(b) Battery A was relessed from its mission of General Support 1st
Infantry Division and placed in General Support 1st Cavalry Division (fir-
mobile) effective 20 March 1970. The baltery heaiquarters remains at

INCL 3
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AVFB=FAG~C

\VFB- 1 May 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 5th Battalion (4:7)(35P), 2d Artillery

for the Period Ending 30 April 1970, HCS CoFOR-K5 (R2) (U,

Phu Loi with.a reinforced platoon heedquarters at Fruoc Vinh, The primary
mission qQf the platoon headguarters is to coordinate the activities of the
battery with Headquarters,, 1st Cavalry Division.

(c) Battery B remained in General Support of the 25th Infantry 'ivi-
sion. The battery headquarters remained szt Cu Chi.

(d) Battery C remained in General Support of 11 Field Force Vietram.
Four M42A! Dusters from Battery U support thke 3d Bri~ade, 9th Inlantry Divi-
,5ion and two Dusters support the iustralian Task Force (ALF). The 10 re-
maining Dusters support elements of Il Field Force Vietnam Artillery. The.
battery headquarters remained at Camp Price (YI Q42115),

(e) Battery D remained .n General support of II Field Force Vietnam,
On 22 March 1970 six Dusters were placed in support of the 5th AXVK Divi-

sion. These tracks were deployed along hirhway 13 ("Thunder itoad") to
partially fulfill the committment that was Battery A's when the 1st Infan-
try Division was responsible for securing highway 13 north of Lail Khe.

Two Dusters remained in support of the Royal Thai Army Volunt=zer Force
(RTAVF) and two Dusters were placed in support of the 2d Bripade, 25th
Infantry Division, operating in a special area of operations south of Dear-
cat, The brigade is OPCUN directly to 1I Field Force Vietnam., The re«
maining six Dusters support elements of Il Field Force Vietnam .rtillery.
ue to the availability of a compound with greatly improved facilitlies,
the battery headouarters was moved from F3IB Concord to Husky Compourd in
Xuan Loc. The move commenced on 15 April 1970 and was completed on 154

(t) Battery I SSLT%, 2d Battalion, 29th Artillery remained attached
Lo 5th Battalion (A)(3P), 2d Artillery. The battery's mission remained

General Support II Field Force Vietnam. 3earchliphts were deployed to

support the following orpanizations: 1st Cavalry Division; 25th Infantry
Division; 3d Brigade, Sth Infantry Division; Capital Military Assistance

Team (formerly the Capital Military Assistance Command); the Royal Thai
Army Volunteer Force; the Australian Task Force; the 5th ARVN Division;

and elements of II Field Force Vietnam Artillery.

(E) Battery D (MG), 71st Artillery remained in Genera] Support of 11
Field Force Vietnam and attached to 5th :attalion (A )(3P), 2d Artillery.

Firing glements were deployed to support the following organizations: Jix
Cuads to the 1st Cavalry Uivision; four Quads to the 25th Infantry Jivision;
two Quads to the 3d Brigade, 9th Infantry Division; two Quads tc the 5th

ARVN Division; and ten (uads to elements of II Field Force ¥ietnam
Artillery.

4
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AVFB<FAG-C May 1970

A 1
SURJECT: Operational Report of the Sth Battalion (AW)(SP), 2d Artfllery
for the Period Endirg 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-4§ (R2) (U)

ghg Current deployment and individual unit missions of 5th Battalion
(Av)(SP), 2d Artillery (to include attached units) are listed at Inclosure

(3) Automatic weapons and searchlight deployment positions occu-
pied during the reporting period are portrayed at Inclosure 3.

(L) Briefing of ARVN Artillery Commanders: On 10 April 137C the
battalion commander presented a briefing to members of the ARVM Artillery
Command. The mceting, which was held at the 61st ARVN Artillery headsuart=r3
in Saigon, was attended by all ARVN commanders of division artillery and
higher and their American advisors and was held in confunction with the
semi-annual Artillery Branch Festival. The battalion cormander presented
- a 35 minute briefing designed to inform the co.manders .of the missians,
organization, and employment of the 5th Battalion (AW)(SP) » 2d Artillery,
Also mentioned wore the considerations a’fect ing employment of a like
battalion in the air defense role. After the briefing, eouipment was
available for inspection by attendees. This static display consisted of -
one M,2A1 Duster, one M55 Quad mounted on a five-ton truck, and one AN/M33-3
Searchlight system. Considerable interest was shown in both the briefing
and the equipment display.

(5) Efforts to Znhance the Employment of Automatie Weapons and Search-
light Assets: During the reporting period members of the Operations sec-

tion completed an update of the employment paper dated 17 October 1969 (see
- VRLL dated 2 November 1969). The new paper, entitled "zmployment of Auto-
matic ‘Jeapons (A7) and Searchlichts in Vietnam", .dated 6 ipril 1970, is
found at Inclosure 4.

(6) Deployment of Quad Caliber ,50 Machine Cuns in the Air Defense
Role: As g result of numerous radar sightings in the vicinity of the "An-
rel's Wing" (an area along the Cambodian border approximately 546 kilometers
northwest of 3aigon), two Quads were deployed to the Civilian Irregular
Defense Group camp at Duc Hue on-13 March 1970. Two additional Quads.were
deployed to Phuoc Luu on the same date. The purpose of this deployment of
Quads was to deny use of the airspace along the horder by what was: believed
to be enemy resupply helicopters. sSince all of the radar sightings were
obtained at nipght, the counter-mortar radars at Duc Hue and Phuoc Luu were
to be used to provide the Quads with the azimuth and range to the sightings.
By using indirect fire procedures, the Quad crewmen would then ‘fire on the
aircraft. The use of a counter-mortar radar as an acquisition radar is
unique, and although it could not have provided data accurate enough to
insure hits by the Quads, it could have provided the Quads with data that
could have been used effectively as a basis for harassing fire, The diffi-
culty in obtaining clearances to fire and the need for employment of the
Quads elsewhere resulted inethe cessation of the mission on 17 March 1970,

5
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AVEB=FAGC | 1 liay 1970

SUTJECT:  Operational iteport of the Sth Battalion (AW)(.sP), 2d Artillery

-for the Period Lnditg 30 April 1970, RC5 CFUR=65 (n2) {(U)
(7) significant Uperations:

(a) 1 February 1970, Dau Tieng Bridre - At C1COICH February 1970,
as the result of a ground surveillarncc radar sirhtine approximately 175C
meters from the Uau Tieng Bridge, a Cobra sunship was swwmoned to search
out two to four persons. Upon arrival of the munship, the crew of search-
lisht 152 of Battery I, 2d Battalion, 29th irtillery flashed visible light
in the area of suspected movement. The light prevented the enemy from
equing the engagerent by the Cobra., A sweep of the area resulted in the
discovery of two VC/NVA KIA credited to the Cobra with the searchlirht
receiving credit for assisting in the kills,

(b) 1 February 1370, Hobo Woods - At C1150CH February 1970, while
on a search and destroy mission at coordinates iT 451247 with Company A,
1st Battalion, 5th Infantry (Mech), the crewren of Duster 141 of Battery
b, Sth Tattalion (A1)(5F), 2d Artillery obsarved movement at an azimuth of
23C0 mils and a range of 50C meters. The enemy was enrared with 120
rounds of 4O-mm fire. A subsejuent sweep of the area resulted in the
discovery of one VC/NVA KIA credited to Duster 141 by the infantry
co~mander,

(¢) 3 February 1970, Hobo ‘Joods - At C318C(H Fehruary 197C, while
on a search and destroy mission at coordinates XT 632282 with Company i,
1st Battalion, 5th Infantry (Mech), the crew of Duster 141 of Battery 3,
5th battalion (Al, (3P}, 2d irtillery engaged ‘a’ground survesillance targat
at an azimuth of 48CC mils and a range of 800 meters.’ Forty rounds of
LC-am ammunition w:re experded against the target. A sweep of the area
resulted in the discovery of two VC/LVA K1A credited to Duster 141 by the
infantry cormander,

(d) 3 February 197C, Dau Tieng Bridge - At 032135H February 1970,
as a result of a ground surveillance radar sightirg 1150 meters from the
Dau lieng Bridre, a Cobra gunship was summoned to'search out two p-rsons.
Uoon arrival of the Cobra, the crew of searchlight 152 of Battery I, 2d
Rattalion, 29th Artillery flashed visible light in the area of suspected
movement . The light prevented the enemy from evading the gunship and beth
VC/NVA were killed by fire “rom the Cobra. The searcklipfht crew was
cr-dited with assisting in the kills, ‘

(e) 26 Fehrvary 157C, two kilcmeters nortk of SSFR Cindy - At 241453
February 1970, while providing security for a convoy from F:IF Cindy (3T
332815,  to a water point five (5) kilometers to the rorth, the convoy's
secord vechicle, an AFC, détonated a 3C pound mine., Approximatcly 15
minutes later, while awaiting the arrivzl of a reccovery ve:icle, tre convuy
came under enemy fire. Two to three mortzr rounds and several 57-mm

6
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AVFR=FA"SC 1

Ry opun Fay 1670
~WBesCls  Operational Report of the Sth Battalion (AW)(SF), 2d Artillery
‘ for the Feriod inding 30 April 1970, RC3 CSFUR=65 (w2 (U)

recoilless rifle rounds impacted 25 meters from the convoy. The crews of
Dusters 141 and '42 of Battery C, 5th Battalion (AW)(SI'), 2d Artillery
enraged the enemy positions., The Dusters fired for 20 to 25 minutes,
providing enough time for the evacuation of the other véhicles ani the men
from the desti.yed APC. Juring this time Lhe two Dusters expended approx-
imately 6CC rounds of LOmm ammunition. A later search of the area resulted
in the discovery of several 57-mm canisters. The supported commander
credited the Dusters with thwarting the ambush,

\f; 2 March 1970, strong point (XT 788335) vicinity of F3I'B attle-
horo = At 02153CH iarch 1970, a Vietnamese fenale, age 2C, and a Vietnamese
male, are 26, surrendered to the crewmen of Dusters 211 and 212 of hatter:
h, Sth Battalion (AW)(SP), 2d Artillery. The femnale appeared in the area
first, Jhe loitered for a short p riod of time and then departed the arca
on a borrowed bicycle. A few minutes later she returred with the msle .o
was later determined to be her brother. /it this time they surrendered to
the Duster crewmen, stating that they were Viet Long. They were searched .
end placed urder guard. Zlements of the 1st Infantry Division at F3PE
attlehoro (XT 868368) were notified and the two Viet Conp were taksn to that
location., It was later discovered that the male was a malor in a local
Viet Long Force,

(r) 13 March 1970, L=i Khe Base Camp - it 1323454 March 197C, while
perforning security duty on the Lai khe perimgter, the crew of searchli-it
151 of Battery I, 2d Battalion, 29th Artillery, by the use of visible
lipht, detected movement of one VC/NVA approximately 150 meters in front
of the searchlipht position., The searchlight crew immediately engared the

. enemy with five rovnds of k=79 fire. An k=48 tank on the norimet-r alsc

engared the enemy with 90-mm fire. nemy losses as a result of this action
are unknown,

(h) 15=17 iiarch 1970, vicinity of liui Be Den i.ourtain = At 15C£CCH
March 1970, Dusters 221 and 222 of Battery B, S5th Battalion (aA%,{SP;, 24
artillery denarted F3B buell (XT 216534) with Company A, 4th Battalion,

730 Infantry (Mech) enroute to coordinates XT 283602 on & ‘seareh and destr.:y
operation in the vicinity of Lui Ba Den ilountain., it 11CCil tne force moved
tc the hase of the mourtain where the Dusters supportzd the infartry by
fire for approxi wately one and one-half hours, Deofure returring to 7s™
imell the Uusters retrieved an armored p -rsonrel carrier from a bomb crat-r
in wnich it had become stuck when the driver was killed by sniper fire,
“hirourhout the day the Dusters.received automatic weapcrs, P37, ard rifle
fire from enermy troops on the mourtain., The operatisn of ‘15 l'arch was
repeated or. 16 Harch 1970, A~ain the Dusters supported the infartry with
fire, The Dusters also retrieved another armored persornel carrier from
a homb crater. The Dusters supported the infantry ac~ain on the last day
of the operation, 17 Karch 1970, closing T1ay Ninh at 1230, Total rcunds
of ammunition expended by the two Dister crews were 510C rdurds of 4C-mm,
ieveral thousand rounds of :={C, ard approximately -~ rounds of =79,

7
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AVFB=FAG=C

SURJECT: Operational Report of the Sth hattalion (AV)(P), 2d
for the Pcriod knding 30 April, RC3 CSFOR-65 (it2) (U)

1 May 1970
Artillery

“hile body count credit was impossible to establish, the supported urit
expresseq admiration ard appreciation to the Duster crews. As a result of
this action several crewmen have been recommended for awards,

(1) 25 March 1970, vicinity of FSPB Grey - At 2509CCH March 1970,
two Dusters from Battery D, 5th Battalion (Aﬂi(SP}, 2d Artillery were in
support of an infantry company and an engineer company from the :oyal Thai
Army Volunteer Force., The Thais were sweeping the area in the vicinity of
coordinates YS 220930. [Proceeding with the Thais, the Dusters esta®)ished
road security in the area, The sweep resulted in two VC/MVA KIA and the

destruction of a bunker complex, The Dusters were credited with capturinr
four RPG rounds.

(3) 26 March 1970, FSB st. Barbara - At approximately 2614454 llarch
1970, a detail of six men was laying concertina wire approximately fifty
meters from the berm. Two men in the detail were from the fti. Tattalion
(A'1;(3P), 2d Artillery (one from Battery D, 71st Artillery and cne from
3attery C, Sth Rattalion (AW)(5P), 2d Artillery). ihen the serreant in
charge of the detail detonated 2n anti-personnel mine, VT Roxhury of
Rattery C =nd FFC Kenning of Battery D, 71st Artillery, along with a medic,
immediately ran to his aid. PVT Roxbury then picked his ay throuch the
mine field and over two rows of concertina wire in order to make a path cver
which to‘carry the wounded man. - Followine the path made "y PVT iloxbury,
ITC Kenning helped carry the injured man through the mine field and over
the wire to a helicopter. PVT Roxbury and P7C Kenning have each b22n
recommended for the Soldier's Medal,

(k) 27 March 1970, FSPB Gettysburg (X5 358874) - At 27215CH rarch
1970, while firingz a harassing anml interdiction mission, the crew of Jus-
ter 742 from “attery C, 5th Batbalion (AW;(SP), 2d aArtillery observed a
secondary explosion at coordinates X3 3408R1, The Duster fired 2 total
of 87 rounds of LO-mm ammunition into the area and wes c-edited 'witn the
destruction of an unknown amount of enemy munitions.

(1) 1 April 1970, FsB Illingsworth (XT 039793 - At approximately
010210H 4pril 1970 F>8 Illingsworth came under an intense attack by fire
followed by'a ground attack at 030CH. The crew of Juad 52 of Battery D,
71st Artillery, located on the south side of the p-rimeter, observed the
iritial rocket/mortar flashes and immediately returned fire, firing the
Luad until all four guns became .inoperable due to uv-rheating, At that
time the four crewmen took up positions on the berm and continued the ficht
with M-16 rifles. Meanwhile, the two crewmen of searchli ht 241 from Bat-
tery I, 2d Battalion, 2%th Artillery, took up firing positions on the herm
between the searchlight vehicle and th2 Quad. Firing their ¥-60 machine
gun ard M-16's, they (along with the Quad crewmen) remained on the berm
until an ammunition bunker to their immediate richt caucht fire and ex-
ploded. As a result of this explosion, the two seasrciilight crewmen and

8
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AVFBIFAG=C ! May 1970

SUBJECT: Operational Report of the S5th Battalion (A !)(5P), 2d Artillery
for the Period &nding 30 April 1970, RCS C3FOR-45 (it2) (U

one Luad crewman were wounded and later dusted-off. The szarchlight nnd
Quad truck weroe destroyed. Total ammunition expended by the Suad and search-
light personnel was 90CO rounds of caliber .50, approximately 10CO roundis

of M-60, and approximately 8CC rounds of i-16, Due Lo the intensity of

the attack and the large expenditure of ammunition by friendly forces,

it was impossidle to determine body count credit. Yowever, four VC/NVA

were killed directly in front of the uad and searchlisht positions. in-
otner seven bodies were found approximately 150 meters to the frent of tiwc
Lund. It is safe to assume that the Quad and/or searchlirht crews account x4
for at least eleven VC/NVA KIA. A total of &4 VC/iVA bodies were fornd, *
Friendly losses were 24 U.5. KIA and 64 WIA, Of the six crewmen from-

this battalion, one received thc 5ilver Star and five received the Bronze
Star with "V" Device. Three men also received the Furple ieart. A4s a
result of the combat losses and the expected additional enemy activity in
the vicinity of FSB Illingsworth, it was decided to deploy four . uzds and
cne searchlight to that location immediately. The four Tuads were rirfed
for helilift at Duster Compound while a searchlicht at Phuoc Vinh wes also
being rigged for helilift. A total of five CH-L7 sorties were flown to

.8 Illingsworth, the last arriving at 160CH. Additionally, two Dusters
from Battery B, Sth Battalion (AY)(SP}, 2d Artillery closed F3B Illingswortth
on 2 April . 1970. Ammunition for the Dusters was helilifted to F.B Illines-
worth from Tay Ninh, Ammunition for the.Quads was helilifted with the
weanons from Duster Compourd.

() 8 April 1970, F5B Ft. Defiance (XT 502833) - At approximately
C82315H April 1970 F3B Ft. Defiance came under an intense attack by fire
consisting of 7C-1C0 82-mm mortar rounds, 8-1C 122-mm rockets, and an un-
known number’ of RPG's. Dusters 142 and 212 of Battery A, 5t Hattalion
(&£5(SF), 2d artillery were located on the eastern side of the perimeter
approximately 10C meters apart. The first two rcunds (82-mm} of the attack
apparently were aimed at the Dusters. OUne round hit in front of track
142 and another round hit directly behind track 212, each rourd wounding
one man., 7The two men, even though wounded, immediately bepan to return
fire with M-60 machine-guns. As the other crew members arrived at their
weapons they returned fire with 4L0-mm, M16, and M=79, The attack continued
for approximately 15 minutes., The Duster crewmen returned fire into the
trceline, 75-1C0 meters distant, for approximately 45 minutes. :esults
of the attack were three personnel from Battery A, 5th Battalion (A7)\3P],
2d Artillery WIA. The Duster crewmen expended approximately 1CCO rounds
of 4C-mm ammunition as well as an urknown number of rounds of i-6(, =14,
and M=79 ammuriition. A sweep of the area conducted the followinc day by
elements of the 11th irmored Cavalry Regiment resulted in the discovery of
five 122-mm rocket launchers, eight AK-47 rifles, =ight 5K, cartines, ten
RP5's, and ar unknown number of .5! caliber rounds. Additionally,
numerous blood trails were found. The bodies of thrwe VC/NVA were later
discovered in shallow graves. These bodies had satchel charges attachad tco

9
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CONFIDENTIAL

QVFF-FAG-C 1 May 1970
JUBJECT: Operatiovnal Report of the 5th Rattalion (AW, (3F), 2d artillery
for the Period énding 30 April 1970, RC3 C3FOR-65 (R2) (U)

them, inrdicalting that a sapper attack had been planred., It is quite vroba-
ble that the sapper attack was aborted due to the devastating fire of the
Dusters and other weapons located or the perimeter, '

(n) 13 April 1970, F3PB ‘hite (XT 235305) - At 13CCOVE A 1
FJPB White came under attack by sniper fire?SBJaéﬁt]y tﬁzreafter?rilrrzzgé
surveillance radar detected 25-30 persons at a range of 750 metcrs., Dus-
Lerg 241 and 242 of Battery B, 5th Battalior (A¥)(5l'}, 2d Artill:i-y, alone
with a 105-mm howitzer of 2d Battalion, 77th hrtillery, fired at %2 tare
ret . The Dusters expended 18C rourds of LO-mm ammunitior during the period
COC! hours to 020C hours. No sweep of the ar=a was ccnducted, howsv:r;
the radar personnel informed the Duster crewmen that their rounds were on
target and that the probability of kills by the Dusters was very gucd.
‘he large number of personnel detected by the radar indicntes that a grourd
.,attack may have been planned. If so, the intense firepower from the base
prohably caused the enemy to ahbort his plan.

(o) 15 April 1970, FSPB Kramer (XT 03073C) - At 15C215H April:!97C,
F3PB Kramer came under an intense attack by fire ard ground attack. - ihe
attack by fire consisted of 107-mm rockets, A0-mm mortars, R-mr mortars,
and RFC's. Crewmen of Dusters 141 and 142 of Battery C, 5th Battalion
(AW)(3P), 2d Artillery, performing perimeter security, immediately returned
LG-rm firc. Curing the engagement the two Dusters expended 1091 reounis
of LO-mm ~mmunition, Results of the attack were three personnel ¥IA (two
from the Sth Battalion (AW)(SP), 2d Artillery. and one cargo carrier destrojyed
by enemy fire. iremy losses were 52 KIA (nine of whon w:re credited tc the
Dusters;. Ir addition, the following items were captured: Three comlete
‘O=rm mortars, 5C rounds of AC-mm mortar ammunition, several AK-47 rifl:s,
and several SKO carbines. Most of the captured malerial was Suund in the
a~eas fired upon by the Dusters,

- (p) 17 Aoril 1970, Vo Yu (YT 51838} = Cn 17 april 1370 at Fire
Jupport Rase Dinh II, near Vo Xu, Dusters 221! and 222 of Battery D, 5i%
“attalion (AW)(SP), 2d Artillery, were requested Lo fire an indirect fire
mission into coordinates YT 807,99. The targeét was an en:my rice czzhe. Ihe
mission was fired with the aid of an aerial observer and the two Dusters firec
a total of 2,0 rounds of long range LO-mm ammunition. The result of the ¢n-
facement was one rice cache destroyed.

(q) 18 April 1970, Vo Xu (YT 818348; - At 12C315H April 1970, at the
fire support base at Vo Xu, the squad leader of Duster 221 of Rattery D,
Sth "attalion (', (5P), 2d Artillery, observed movement hehind'a mound of
dirt approximately 25 meters from the perimeter. The sauad leader immedi-
ately took the enemy under fire, alerting the compound to an impending at-
tack., ‘laving been detectad, th2 enemy launched his attack by fire in con-

Junction with an estimated hattalion size ground attack. The attack by
fire consisted of approximately 10 75-mm recoiless rifle rounds;, 30 82-mm

mortar rounds, 25 to 3C RP% rounds, and an unkrnown amount of small ~rms fire,

10
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVFB=FANC 1 May 197C

Operational Report of the S5th Battalion (AY)(5%), 2d Artillery
for the Period Ending 30 April 1970, RC3 C.IFOR-45 (R2) (U)

to include .51 caliber machine gun fire. During the attack Dusters 221 ard
222 fired a total of 495 rounds of 4O-mm amnunition., The ground attack was
a three pronge attack, two of which were aimed at the two Dusters on the
perimeter, The Dusters, along with other friendly forces, repelled the attack
in their sectors. Specifically, the commanding officer of the 4Lth Battalinn,
12th Infantry credited Custer 221 with preventing the enemy from overrurnirg
a portion of the perimeter. A sweep of the area at first light resulted in
the discovery of 32 NVA hodies, four of which were cradited to tne Dusters
(one of these four was an officer). Iln addition, two enemy soldiers were
captured. These prisoners identified the attacking unit as the 2d Battalion,
33rd NVA Regiment, Friendly casualties included one KIA and 23 WiA {one
from the 5th Battalion (AW)(SP), 2d Artillery) from II Field Force Vietnam
Artillery units. One 155-mm self-propellec howitzer received a direct hit
by an unknown type round and was a combat loss. A trailer from Battery D,
5th Rattalion (AW)(5P), 2d Artillery received moderate damage. From
information obtained from the prisoners it was learned that the AVA soldiers
were led to the area by local Viet Cong. Additionally, the sweep indicated
that thé attack had been meticulously planned, to include establishment of

a communications system and a bunker complex in a woodline 20C m=ters, from
the fire support base.

(r) 21 April 1970, FSPB Burkett - At approximately 2102454 April
1970, FSPB Burkett (XT 5528,5) came under an attack by fire. The attack
consisted of approximately 1CC rounds of mixed rocket, mortar, and P>
fire imp~-ting inside tHe perimeter, The crewmen of Juster 142 and 212
of Batte.y A, 5th Battalion (A4)(3F), 2d Artillery observed flashes and
imnadiately returned fire., The Duster crewmen fired for three hours,
expending 1081 4,O0-mm rounds, 3CC M=79 rounds, 720C ¥-4C rounds, ard 224
flares. Re3ults of the attack were one U.5. KIA, 4C U.3. WIA (one from
Battery A, 5th Battalion (A'){3?), 2d Artillery) and three VC/NVA KIA, one
of whom was in front of Duster 142, )

(7) Ammunition Expenditures: During the reporting period the batt.
ion expended a total of 260,4(8 rounds of 40-mm ammunition., Battery D, 7

Artillery, expended 700,600 rounds of caliber .50 machine gun ammunition.
The 30 searchlights of Battery I, 2d.Battalion, 29th Artillery operated
for a total of 8,522 hours. '

c. Logistics/Maintenance

(1) Maintenance Pr-blems:

(a) The Mow of replacemnt My2A1 Dusters cont inues at a rate which
precludes s«n overmileage or rage track problem., tiowever, the mainte=-
nance problem presentea high mileage traveled by the combat ve-icles

1"
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CONFIDENTIAL

;:‘ern—TI‘lr‘l-C 1 May 1 {;‘70
CJkoT: Operational Report of the 5th Battalion (AVi(0F), 2d irtillery’
for the Pcriod inding 3C fpril 197C, RC3 COFUR-AS (12, (U3

of the battalion still exists. DJuring t'iis reporting period the tactical
situation dictated a 267 increase in '4,2i1 nilleapge over the previnus re-
porting period. 1This fact, counled with the loss of several ~ualified
personnel in the maintenance sections, taxed the battalion's ability to
maintain the ieadline rate at its normally low fimwre. Yowever, as 3
result of timely reporting and a greatly improved preserihzd lnad 1ist,

tre dgadllne rate remained at an accepte™le level throughuut this repartic:
period.

(b) The lack of replacement ik/MoS=3 Searchliphts continues tc be 2
maint enance problem. Apain, no replacemert scarchlight scis were receiv:d,
The loss of one set due to eneny action reduced the nuwber ir tle hattali:
to 29, seven below the number authorized., Although thre down time of these
sets has been extremely low, it is evident that down time will ingrease
with additional use if replacement sets are not issued in the near future,

(2, fepair Farts Supply: The supply system continued to siow improve-
ment during the reporting period. Continual emphasis was placed on prcpar
repair parts requisitioning procedures. fihe current percentzve (257, of
PLL lines at zero halance is the lowest percentage experienced by Lhe
battalion since its Jeployment to. Vietnam in liovember, 1964,

(3) Summary of Overall Maintenance Fosture:

(a, Close surveillance of battery maintenance programs by the battal-
ion maintenance section and assistance visits by higher headquarters con-
tinued through the reporting period, JSpecial emphasis was placed or shop
sa’ety 4nd correct maintenance maparement procedures,

{b, In summar{, except for the AN/i35=3 3earchlifhts, the maihtenance
posture of the batialion continued to be very good, If replacement
searchlight sets are received, tre naintenance posture of tha searchl'.rht

battery will be preatly improved.

(L) T1Total mileare traveled for the months of January, Tebruary, and
March for each battery:

sieadguarter Btry Lton 3/L ton 2bton §ton MLZAP ViR uR
"January 9927 6295  LLBL 435 e=eme --e 308
February %10 ¢ 6023 353  wmeme e 207
. M&l‘ch M Q‘ i: —acws one 118¢

TO0AL 27778 19191 T5910 1322 =weme wme TAS

12.
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVFR-FARC 1 May 1970
" WRCT: Operational Report of the 5th Battalion (AV)(SE), 2d irtillery
for the Period dnding 3C April 197C, RC3 COFUR-45 ('i2) (U)

of the battalion still exists. During t'is reporting period the tactical
situation dictated a 26" increase in !'',2i1 nileage over the previnus re-

porting period. 1This fact, counled with the loss of several ~ualifjed
personnel in the maintenance seclions, taxed the battalion's ability to
maintain the Jjeadline rate at its normmally low fizure. Yowevsr, ac a
result of timely reporting and a greatly improved prescrihzd lnad list,
tha.dgadline rate remain«d at an accepte™le level throughout this repartin:s
period,

(b) The lack of replacement AK/MoS=3 Searchliphts continues tc ha &
maint enance problem. Again, no replacemert scarchlight seis were receivesd.
The loss of one set due to enemy action reduced the nuxber ir. Lle bhattali-:.
to 29, seven below the number authorized. Although the dovm time of Liese
sets has been extremely low, it is evident that down time will ingrease
with additional use if replacement sets are not issued in the near future,

(3, Hepair Farts Supply: The supply system'continued to siow improve-
ment during the reporting period. Continual emphasis was placed on precp:ir
repair parts requisitioning procedures. The current percentzre (257, of
FLL lines at zero balance is the lowest percentage experienced by the
battalion since its deployment to. Vietnam in liovember, 1964,

(3) JSummary of Overall Haintenance Fosture:

(a, Close surveillance of battery maintenance programs by the hattal-
ion maintenance section and assistance visits by higher headquarters con-
tinued through the reporting period. Jpecial emphasis was placed on shop
salety and correct maintenance maparement procedures,

{b) In summary, except for the AN/li35=3 Searchlipghts, the maihtenance
posture of tre battalion continued to be very good. If replacement
searchlight sets are received, thre naintenance posture of thz searchlirht
battery will be pgreatly improved,

(L) Total mileare traveled for the morths of January, Tebruary, and
March for each bhattery:

ieadquarter Btry 1 ton 3/L ton 23} ton 5 ton M,2Ab ViR AR
‘danuary 9927 6295  LLEL 425 —=ee= == 308
February %10 LY/N] H023 353 eeee- -— 27
.March VAR £155 5L,03 _ 54 coeme  ome 1150

TOrAL 27778 19191 15610 1322 ==—e= === 1%AS

12.

CONFIDENTIAI



CONFIDENTIAL

AVFB=FAG=C 1 May 197C
SUB’ECT: Operational 'Report of the 5th Battalion (Xi)(3P), 2d Artillery
for the Poeriod inding 30 April 1970, iCs C3FOR-65 {R2) (U}

Battery A } ton 3/4L ton 21 ton 5 ton ML2A1 VIR Wi
caruary 3NN S 6833 59C 6752 78 wCc
“ebruary 2137 470" 3858 1997  (L6CT C 0
March @ 19, 3095 _838 6281 229 _ G

TOTAL 8697 12521 13787 3425 19640 307 14(C
Battery B
canuary 3923 3810 3839  w=- 5527 pR——
February 676, L206 262, === 396 115
March 6347 3330  _7562 e-= 44 _0O ..

TOTAL 17034 11346 14025 wee 14217 142 e
Bavtory C |
January 4,380 1663 LLOGL 867 2378 0 ecee
February 17!51 l:Sgg 3677 0 622% 1Cg ————
Harch 2281 2522 2755 253 _2;7_ —
l TOTAL 9708 87,8 10833 1226 120A9 00 weew=
Aattery D
January - 5559 813 3270 L0 2557 52 wecw
February 8729 509 5667 170 3555 L5 weee
Harch 9670 1795 2045 499 7275 0] e=—-

TOIAL 23958 3117 ' 15982 /C9 13388 LCL e—e
Battery I 29th Arty L ton 3/4 ton 2} ton SLT
January LLS3 5145 150 10312
e pe m & oo
llarch At} -

TOTAL 15557 10238 1135 367C
Battery D 718t Arty
cJanuary 1916 732 772 13528
February 1389 l 502 1,34
larch 2254 17 1223 10038
TOTAL 5559 2351 2497 L8312
13

CONFIDENTIAL



‘CONFIDENTIAL

AK?Q:‘LC-C 1 llay 1970
-\LCECT: Operttional Report of the Sth battalion (AW){.JF), 2d ArLillcry
for the Period Znding 30 April 1970, RC3 CiFOR-A5 (R2) (1)

(3) Employment of 23" Xenon searchlirhts In .iross=Count.ry Ope~nti-ns

~ (a) OBSHRVATION: The movement of searchlirht ve'icles is rpestly
1'mited in the Vella regions of Vietnam.

(b) EVALUATION: 1In arcas consisting primarily of rice paddie :
has been practically imrossible for searcifl?ght v-»i{clea %g aggom:sa:;’( i;-
fantry units on cross=country opcrations, However, by loadine -he search=
licht vohicle onto the rear of an 548 Cargo Carricr, it “as heen found
Teasible Lo have the light deploy with the infaniry on such operalirns,
The mobility of the M548 allows for the use of searcilights on oper:tiuns

such as the mobile ambush and allows for the rapid transpurt of the lirht
Lo areas of suspected enemy activity.

(¢) RECOMMEMNDATICH: That supported commanders te made aware of the
advantares Lo Le gained by use of the M548 as a prime mover for the scisch-
lizht vehicle. This battaliorn. has effected such liaison with support=i
units, |

d. Qrganization: None
e, Training: Llone

f. Logistics: Use of 2 KW Geperator Parts tou (epair 55 iiounts

(a) OB5:RVATION: Parts for Generator Jet, gasoline engine, 2 I,
OC, FSN6115-759-2768 have been found tc b2 identical to those part$ used
on the power charger and power control set of the li55 uad .50 caliber
machine gun mount,

(b) AEVALUAT:ION: Due to the extreme difficulty enrountere:dl in owtain-
ing ‘parts Tor the H55 mount, the machine gun battery has been forced Lo
obtain parts from salvaged 2 K4 pencrator sets, It has been found that
moat parts of the 2 K\ generztor set are identical to thuse used on the
155 mount, T+*:z Suet has resulted in the discovery of a valuahle source
of repair raris ror the M55 mounts,

(c) RECOMINDATIUN: That all machine Jun units be advised of the

availability ol 55 mount repair parts from salvaged 2 KW gzenusrator seis.
g. ommunications: Use of Lo PRC Auxiliary spesker by Quai Urzws

(a) UBS&RVALION: The use of the LS 4L59/PRC Auxiliary Speaker hy
Quad squad lcadars has proved beneficial. -

A5
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- CONFIDENTIAL

SUB'CT:  Operational Report of the Sth Battaliorn (A7)(3r), 24 Artillery

for the Period inding 30 April 1970, (5 LSFCR=-45 (R2) (U,

(b) EVALUATION: The L3 459/PRC Auxiliary Speaker, which can be
altached to the steel helmet, has been tested by severai squad leaders

from the machine gun battery. They have found that by usin> this speaker
they can monitor the radio and still have both hands frece to assist the

otiier crew members, The long cord attached to this speaker allows L'
squad leader to move ahbout the entire truck bed while monitorins the radio,

(e)  RECOMMERDATIUN: That all machine gun units he advised of Lhe
advantages Lo be realized hy the use of th- L. 453/r.C Auxiliary .pzaker,

h. Material: HNone

i. Jther: None

o) T

GRALD GHILD.LELS

4 Incl LTC, ADA
as Com~arnding
DI TRIBUTION:

2 - USARPAC; ATTN: GPOD-DT, AFO 94558

3 = USARV; ATTN: - AVHGC=D3T, AFO 94375 -

3 - II TPORCEV; ATTR: G5-3, APO 96245

5 - II FFURC=V Arty; ATTN: 3-3, AFO 94266
1 - bn File

Incl 2 w/d HQ DA
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AVFB=FAC (1 May 70) 18t Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 5th Battalion (AW)(SP), 2d
Artillery for Period Ending 30 April 70, RCS CSFOR-65 (P.2$ (u)

DA, HiADQUARTERS, II FIELD FORCE VIETNAM ARTILLERY, APO 96266

TO: Commanding General, II Field Force Vietnam, ATTN: AVFBC-RE, APO 96266
This headquarters has reviewed the quarterly report of the 5th Battalion (aw)
(SP), 2d Artillery and concurs in operations and lessons learned as reported
with the following exception: Para 2. g. All reforences to LS 459/FRC Auxiliary
Speaker should read LS 549/FRC.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

R.G. PARRISH
ITC, FA
_Adjutant
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVFBC-RE (1 May 1970) 24 Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 5th Battalion (AW) (SP), 2d
Artillery for Period Ending 30 April 1970, KCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

DA, HQ, II'FFORCEV, APO San Francisco 96266 2 Jun 1970
THRUs Commanding General, US Army Vietnam, ATTNs AVHGC(DST), APO 96375
Commander-In~Chief, US Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT, APO 96558

TOs Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D.C. 20310

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed and.concurs with the Operational
leport - lessons Learned for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1970
from Headquarters, 5th Battalion ?Aw) (sP), 2d Artillery.

2. (C) The following additional comments are provideds

a. Reference item concerning "lack of Replacement Ai/MSS-3 Search-
lights", page 12, paragraph 1c(1§(b)3 concur. Recommend action be taken
by Headquarters, USARV to replace the loss of these major end items.,

b. Reference item concerning "Use of 2 KW Generator Parts to Repair

M55 liounts", page 15, paragraph 2fs concur, The following action is
recommendeds

(1) That the Supply Division, ACofS, G4, Headquarters USARV, identify
and publish a listing of parts that are common to the 155 power charger/
power control set and the 2 KW generator set.

(2) That Collection, Classification, and Salvage (CC&S) activities
in the general support maintenance units remove the appropriate service-
able repair parts from the salvaged 2 KW generators, preserve, process,
and return to the supply system to satisfy unit requirements.

(3) That units possessing 2 KW generators be instructed to twrn-in
items to CC&S rather than local disposal or delivery to the Property
Disposal Activity.

¥OR THE COM-ANDZR$

“L(:.BARTEL,J
CPT, AGC
Asst AG

CFs .

CO, II FFORCEV Arty

CO, 5th Bn (AU) (sP), 2d Arty 18
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AVHGC-DST ( 1 May 70) 34 Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 5th Battalion (AW)(SP), 24 Artillery
for the Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)(U)

Headquarters, United States Army Vietnam, APO San Francisco 96375 $ 0 JUN 1970
TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. This Headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarte:rly poried ending 30 April 1970 from Headquarters, 5th.
Battalion (AW)(SP), 2d Artillery and concurs with comments of indorsing
headquarters, '

2. Comments follow:

a. Reference item concerning '"Use of 2 KW Generator Parts to Repair
M55 Mounts", .page 15, paragraph f: concur. The interchangeability of 2 KW
(FSN 6115-759-2768) and M55 Quad .50 cal mount parts can be a source for
the repair of either item, Recommend that this be brought to the attention
of MECOM and WECOM for further evaluation,

b. Reference item concerning "Lack of Replacement AN/MSS-3 Searcn-
lights", page 12, paragraph lc(lg(b): concur. The AN/MSS-3 is a DA
Distribution/Allocation Committee controlled item, and has been allocated
for distribution to USARV .in Septemder 1970. No action by USARPAC or

DA is recommended.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

,/o\// W“' ﬂ .
lerk W. Stevens Jr.
Capioin aCGC

Cy furn: Assistant Adjutant General

II FFORCEV
5th Bn, 24 Arty
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GPOP-DT (1 May 70) 4th Ind (U)

SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 5th Battalion (AW)(SP) 2d Artillery
for Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 17 JUL 70

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washingten, D, C, 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed,

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

LMo OZAXI
CPrT, AGC
Asst AG

20
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akY TO INCLOSURE 3

STH BATTALION (AW)(SP) 2D ARTILLERY
SUMMARY OF POSITIONS OCCUPIED
DURING THw PERIOD 1 FEBRUARY 1970 - 30 APRIL 1970

Lai Khe

FSPB Thunder I
FSPB Thunder II
FSPB Thunder III
FSPB Thunder 1V
Phu Loi

Duster Compound
FSPB Jamie

FSPB Burkett

Cu Chi

FSPB Hull

FSPB Jarrett
FSPB Houston
Tay Ninh

FSPB Harry

FSPB Crook

FSPB Rollins
“SPB White

FSPB Phillip
FSPB Murray
FSPB Buell

D..a Tieng

FSPB Hampton
Camp Price
North Dakota
Tan An Air Field
FSPB 5t, Barbara
F3B Colorado
FSB Linda

Thu Thua City
lui Dat .
FSPE Concord
FSB Michelle
Quan Loi

Phouc Vinh

F3PB Grey

LZ Buttons

FSPB " ‘bby

NDP

Nhon Trach

FSPB fhode Islanc
F3B Verna

XT 775376
XT 788,56
785555
768655
763893
865158
128114
L80715
5528,5
650160
263380
L18122
436073
165515
34,1040
055595
296,85
235305
301288
091448
212533
LOLLLT
417238
045116
2.5779
54,56,8
279480
315805
281935
54,3722
41,8678
034174
285098
816902
XT 972,98
YS 207933
YU 138072
YT 444288
T 49111°
yS 112832
YS 4,0780
YT 213103

ke ieirkole b= ReteRele FebeRe kb F - EEEEEFEEL]

&

Y5
YT
YT
XT

23

L3.

INAN
L5.
L6,
L7.
L8.
59.
50.
51,
52,
53.
5.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
0.
61,
62,
63.
&, .

65.

66,
57.
68,
69.
70.
n.
72.
73.
.
75.
76.
7.
78.
79.
&.
8.
82,

&

F5B claine

Song Be (Camp Martin)

Xuan Loc

LZ Ike

Bearcat

FSPB ilazel
FSPB Beverly
FSPB Ann

Ho 3o doods
FSPB Wood

NDP

FSPB Attleboro
Rach Kien
FS5PB Bill

Phu Cuong Bridge
Nha Be .

Tan An Bridge
FS5PB Elaine
Mui Ba Ra

Ben Luc Bridge
F5PB Gettysburg
‘Kien

FSPB Lee

Binh Phouc
FSPB Kitchen
F3PB Hunter
NDP

FSPB Bunard
‘*FSPB Laurel
Ft. Defiance
Horseshoe Rend
Tan Tru

F3PB Pershing

FSPB Renegade “oods
F5PB South Dakota

FSPB Bragg
F3PB Rita
FoPB Dan
Michelin Woods
nDP

FSPB Wood III
HQ, II F:V

CONFIDENTIAL

LT

YU

YU
Yr

562018
143072
L7LC9S
XT 344713
13 16099C
XT 442818
XT 335899
XT C8-815
XT 404302
XT Q,98C1
XT 320530
XT 868358
L5 74,0699
KT 9378Ll,
808137
920820
5L9556
559047
183048
616759
X5 358875
507259
191558
410550
527540
T 371422
583554
27033C
LT 200345
5C2833
L97622
A54,623
XT 517259
XT 194246
YS 271665
XT 342580
YT 735252
YT 58358,
I 590530
AT 08C830
XT L42345
YT C55133
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KEY TO IKCLOSURE 3
STH BATTALIOK {47)(3P) 20 ARTILLuitY
SUMMARY OF POSITIONS OCCUFIED
DURING THS PoLRIOD 1 FEBRUARY 1970 - 20 APRIL 1970

85, LUF XT 430310 99, FIFP fliss YT 287637
8~, NDP LT 250546 100, FSPB Illingsworth “TOC39773
7. NDP XT 25,%,08 101, FSPB Lou L1 194,292
A8, 1DV XTI 265613 102, F.PB Lurray 11 X: 0,0
€49.° N\DP XT 117708 103, “oiB Dlue Xi 200755
90, JPB Carolyn XT 271733 10,. F3Ph tace YT 62107
9f, FSPB Christine XT 405155 15, Vo Dat b 4wy do) B
%2. F3PB Cindy XT 320820 106, TSIR Munse 133712
. FIIB sarah XT 277758 1C7. P3 Hai vl 624526
Q. FSPB Sharon XT 415835 1c2, LDP Y 93571¢
G5. F3F3 Hazard XT 0738,0 109, FSPD Mepn YT R393C%
9. Dong Xoai XT 08076C 110. Houn, Voung U 504330
97. Phuoc.Luu XT 355203 111, FS5PB onuffy YU 330370
63. " Tuc Hue YT 322088 112, FOPB Jewell T 33023C
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, STH BATTALION (AW)(SP) 2D ARTILLERY
APO San Franclsco 96266

AVFB-FAG-CO 6 April 1970

SUBJECT: Employment of Automatic Weapons (AW) and Searchlights in Vietnam

Commanding General
11 FFORCEV Artillery
APO San Francisco 96266

1. General.

a. Lessons learned in combat operations throughout the III1 Corps Tacti-
cal Zone during the previous three and one-half years have provided a firm basis
for the effective employment of the twin 40-mm M42A1, the caliber .50 quadruple
~ machine gun M-55, and the 23-inch xenon jeep-mounted searchlight AN/MSSS-3.
Salient points and pertinent guidelines are summarized herein to assist com~

manders in the employment of automatic weapons and searchlights in combat opera-
tions.

b. The mission of the 5th Battalion (AW)(SP) 2d Artillery is to provide
automatic weapons and searchlight support to elements of II Field Force Viet-
nam. Automatic weapons are ‘employed in the ground support role. Although the
battalion currently has no air defense mission, such a mission’ could benissumed
on short notice.

¢. Employment ‘has been characterized by wide dispersion of tactical elements
in support of every major unit in the 11 FFORCEV TAOR. The battalion normally
occupies approximately 48 tactical positions on a continuous basis.

d. Inclosure 1 provides characteristics and capabilities to assist in
planning automatic weapons employment. Inclosure 2 shows the organizational
chart of the battalion.

2. Employment and Missions of Automatic Weapons

.a. When properly employed, automatic weapons have been extremely effective
against enemy ground forces. Mobility, -quick reaction, and a devastating volume
of accurate direct fire have been a genuine deterrent to enemy attack and highly
effective in destroying fixed enemy forces. However, when improperly employed,
automatic weapons have been rendered ineffedtive, provided little fire support,
and incurred a serious rate of maintenance deadlines. For example, extended
reconnaissance in force operations in heavy jungle terrain cause excessive wear
on hard to replace M42A1 engines, transmissions, and suspension parts. The age
and system peculiarity of the M42Al and M-55 automatic weapons systems dictate

aiwelosare-dr
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SUBJECT

t Employment of Automatic Weapons (AW) and Searchlights in Vietnam

. Close attention to proven employment considerations.

b.
(1)
(a)
(b)
(2)
(a)
(b)
(c)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(a)
(b)
(c)
(a)
(7
(a)
(b) On
¢
(1)
(2)

mines.

(3)

Missions effectively performed by automatic weapons.
Perimeter security.

Base Camps.

Fire support patrol bases (FSPB) and night defensive positions (NDP).
Route/road security.

Convoy escort (M-55 is particularly well-suited).

Road outposting.

Engineer security (construction and mine sweep operations).
Ready reaction force/mobile reserve.

Direct support of infantry.

Blocking forces.

Direct fire support.

Preparatory and covering fires.

Reconnaissance by fire.

Interdiction' fire.

Flat trajectory, pin point fire at designated targets.
Indirect fire support.

Interdiction fire (area).

call (observed or mobserved).

Missions ineffectively performed by automatic weapons.

Reconnaissance in force in heavy jungle.

Road runner operations where tracked vehicles are used to detonate

Escbtt of tracked vehicles cross-country by M-55.°
26
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(4) Extensive escort of convoys over hard surfaced roads by M-42A1.
(5) Extensive screening and reconnaissance,

d. Upecial missions.

(1) Helilift (M-55 mount only)

(2) Riverine:

4. Searchlight missions,

a. Perimeter security (detection and identification using infrared and/or
visible light).

b. Harassment and interdiction with visible light.

c. Battlefield illumination (area and pinpoint).

d. Beacon guide for friendly patrols and aircraft.

L. Employment Considerations between M-42A1 and M-55 Weapons Systems.

a. The M=55 mounted on its 5<ton truck prime mover is restricted to existing
road networks. Where mobility and cross-country movement is a consideration the
1'=42A1 should be enployed.

b. Where fields of fire and observation are limited (e.g., 100-200 meters),
the M=55 can provide a heavy volume of close-in penetrating fire, The caliber
.50 projectile has more penetrating ability than the point detonating 4LO-mm
round, thus is gencrally preferred where fields of fire contain heavy brush and
vegetat ion,

c. Although both weapons are capable of indirect area fire, the M-42Al
is preferred because of its speed, accuracy, and increased range., Additional
accuracy of M-42A1 indirect fire may be obtained by use of fire data from col-
located US artillery units, with their sophisticated fire direction centers.

d. In static locations where short range fire power is recuired and mobi-
lity is secondary, the M-55 should be employed. Where access to a tactical
location by land means is limited, the M=55 can be effectively employed by air
lifting into position. Consideration must be given to immediate extraction in
retrograde. An example of such a location is an LZ located in dense jungle.

e. Ammunition for both weapons may ricochet up to maximum ranges. Point
_detonzting (PD) self-destruct (SD) ammunition for ,O-mm, though designed to self-
destruct at 3,500 meters, occasionally ricochets up to a maximum range of 9,500
meters. This fact ‘must be carefully considered prior to employment of Dusters
in areas of heavy troop concentrations. )
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5. Maintenance.

4. In order to maintain the highest possible level of combat rcadiness,
constantdetailed maintenance is imperative for automatic weapons and search-
lights. This is particularly true of the M-42Al's, most of which are at least
18 years old. As with any track laying vehicle, the M-42A1 requires a consider-
able amount of preventative maintenance. Ideally, four of the 16 Dusters =ssigned
to a Duster battery should be allowed to stand-dowm for maintenance at any given
time. At least two of the 24 assigned M-55's should also be allowed to stand-
down for maintenance., Of the 12 searchlights assigned to each of the three
scarchlight platoons, one should be allowed to stand-down for maintenance.

b. Prepair parts for automatic weapons and searchlight equipment are avail-
able only in limited quantities. Direct support of system peculiar items is
accomplished on an area basis through non-divisional agencies. System common
items are maintained through supported unit direct support agencies, whether
divisional or nondivisional. A critical factor is the response and coopera-
tion of all agencies effecting timely repair of tactical equipment.

¢. Inherent in automatic weapons readiness is vehicle and gun exercise.
Aytomatic weapons should be fired at least weekly and vehicles should be exer-
cised at least 10 miles per week. However, excessive H & 1 firing should be
avoided since it wastes ammunition and causes unnecessary wear on the guns.

6. Logistical Support: Normally automatic weapons and searchlights are placed
under the operatiomnal control of the maneuver commander. The maneuver commander
then assumes responsibility for the common logistical support of the force.
This includes all required items other than those items which are peculiar to
the M-42A1, the M-55, and the searchlight.

7. Selection and Occupation of Position.

a. Each AW and searchlight position must be selected to allow maximum fields
of fire and observation. Mutual support between two or more Dusters, Quads, or,
searchlights should be achieved wherever possible. Once the position is selected
each of the following must be worked out in detail:

(1) Primary and alternate means of communication to supported unit.

(2) Rules of engagement including:

(a) Authority to return fire. (Maximum possible freedom to fire is neces-
sary for effective employment).

(b) Location of friendly forces, villages, listening posts'and observation

posts on an up-to-the-minute basis,

(3) Detailed range cards with emphasis on range and direction to obstacles
and likely targets.
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(4) Fields of fire.

b. Field fortifications are needed to obscure AW and ssarchlight silhonettas
and to protoct mounts awd crews frop RPG and small arms fire., Infantry security,
cleared ememy aren of ccyor and concealment, and protective devices (claymores,
trip {lares, berma) must be used to kzup RPG end recoiliess rifle gunners cui
of effective range. 1ne thin frontal armmor and open turret of both the M—~,2A1

and Lhe M-55 make them extremely vulnerable to rocket, grenade, and small arus
atvock.

8. L:.‘SSOI’\S L:&m d'

a. Specific emovloyment of automatic weapons and searchligﬁts will vary de-
perding on terrain’and nission, However, a few lessons learned have providec
firm guidelires in ceirtain situations.

b. Automatic weapons must always be employed in multiples of two. Two
w2epond g eomsidered to be the smallest fire unit capable of working as an
eldz iive tastizal furce to maintain basic mutual support, command integrity,
ard provide for vehicle recovery.

c- In ractanmmlar perimeters, automatic weapons and searchlights are most
effective when de¢rlo;ed at the corners of the perimeter. ‘

d. Searchlights employed in conjunction with automatic weapons in FSPB's
ard NDF!'s copsideratly enhance the defense posture. Searchlights‘ can provide
accurate dir:ction for atumatic weapons by laying their azimuth indicators
p:ralicl with the automatic weapons. Other night vision/detection devices used
joinsly with the antomatic wrapons defense also enhance the effectiveness of tar-
get ongogenouts,

e. When used with infantry elements, M-42A1's should always be protected
by intantry security elemerts and, Gue to thelr flat trajectory, should be em-
plored to the flanks and/or high ground.

f. The M~55 may be used to support infantry elements, but only in specizl
situztions where secure overlooking terwein is available for the M-55 to ocuupy.
In Lhis instance the 1'-55 can bring effective fire power to bear on pin point
targets.

9. Searchlight Imployment.

a. Searchlights ave used primarily in the infrared mode for detection with-
ot Aisclosure of tie vosition. However, infrared detection is limited by tar-
rain and weathes conditions. Upon detecting and determining-definite targets,
the searchlisht may be switched instanily to its visible light mode fortarget
diumtnatica aid engegenent.
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b. Infrared reflections are encountered from even small obstacles in the
searchlightt!'s line of vision. Therefore, clear fields of vision are necessary
for effective searchlight employment. In some positions, fields of vision are
enhanced by emplacing the searchlight above surrounding obstacles.

¢. Visible light,may be reflected from clouds to enhance the vision of
friendly patrols an. friendly nearby positions utilizing starlight scopes.

d. The searchlight section (two lights) is the smallest element which should
be allowed to operate for extended periods away from the battery.

(1) When a single light is employed (except on a tower) it does not provide
6400 mile coverage, therefore it is recommended that light sections (two lights)
be employed as one element.

(2) Under normal operations a searchlight should be operated for a period
of 2% hours, it should then be shut down allowing the light blower system to
cool to below 130°F., This takes approximately 15 minutes. Then the vehicle
should be shut down for another 15 minutes to allow the engine to cool, giving
the operator an opportunity to check the vehicle and engine compsrtment. If
lights are employed in pairs, this shut down period can be staggered insuring
that one light is always operating.

(3) ﬁhen determining location of the searchlights, consideratifen ghcuﬁ?.d be
giver 9 qntegrating themWwich cther 23-iuch xenon lights when availabls,

10, Principles Covering %"e Use of Vi-iple Lirht For Batilefield IDlumination

5. pBattlefield illuminationir support cf rriendiy forces will be pr ovid:=d
vherever and whenever needed . i the intensity of iilumination reouired and
tavoug.out tie period of time required.

b. Om~e-illun‘nation is previded %o supported trocps, it shquld be prorided
withous iwter:uprion wdil the pard Jor illwwliszsilon 33 satisfied.

c. Battlefield illuminaticn w.ll he plarned and coordi-ated with the use
of infrared equipnent fn such a way vrat:

(1) No damage «Al1 btz caused to the infrared eguipment by exposure to
direct intense visible lignt.

(2) Batiiefield iJluminstion will be avecided or reduced to an absolute mini-
mm when infreicd coperalions are being conducted.

(3) The meat cuitsarle means - visible or infrared light - will be used
according t o the situaticn. :

{4) A rapid char.gé fvom infrared to visible or vice versa can be performed,
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d. Reflected illumination is available when the beam is directed against
low lying clouds (150 to SO0 meters). The area beneath this point of reflection
receives a higher intensity of {llumination than can be obtained from diffusion
alone. If the conditions exist for reflected illumination, it enhances the capa-
bilities of starlight scopes within the area.

e. With the addition of a pink filter the 23-inch jeep mounted searchlight
is provided with a more effective source of infrared light for detection of
enemy movement.

(1) Chavacteristics:

(2) The pink filter lens fits over the light source and allows an improved,
higher frequency infrared light to' be emitted.

‘(b) The lens provides a greater intensity of infrared light to the area
than does the old infrared shield. This is true at all ranges.

(¢) The pink filter lens emits a red glow, howaver this glow is only visi-
ble for approximately 60 meters from the searchlight.

(2) Tactical deployment:

(a) The pink filter should be used in conjunction with the starlight scopes
of ambush patrols. The light should be directed to scan the ambush patrol's
flield of fire. Thus, the infrared light plus the moonlight greatly increase
the effectiveness of the ambush patrol's starlight scopes, enabling them to
detect every movement much more effectively.

(b) When possible, supported units should make starlight scopes available
to searchlight crews. Starlight scopes used in conjunction with pink light pro-
vide magnification of elements on the battlefield and optimum available illumi-
nation,

11. Helilift Operations

a. The M-55 (mount only) and the AN/MSS-3 searchlight (with Xk-ton vehicle)

_can be moved by helicopter. The M-55 can be moved by Chinook (CH-47) or by Sky-

crane (CH-54) while the searchlight should be moved by Chinook internally.

bs The M-55 mount weighs 3000 1bs; cal. .50 ammunition weighs 4000 lbs per
10,000 rounds crew weight, including personal weapons and equipment, is approxi-
mately 1000 lbs. Total weight is approximately 8000 1lbs.

c¢. The AN/MSS-3 searchlight with k-ton vehicle weighs 3000 lbs. Crew

weight, including personal weapons and equipment is approximately 500 lbs.
Total weight is 3,500 lbs.:
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d. Certain items of special equipment are necessary to move the M-55 mount
and amnunitior, The fullowing is a 1list of items needed for gach mount:

(1) Four 16 foot slings.

(2) Two 20 foot slings.

(3) Four small clevis rings.
(4) One large clevis ring.
(5) One 10 inch "donut",
(6) One cargo bag.

INCTEs This list does.not include items necessary to move bunker material.

12, Additiongl Assistance. For additional special employment techniques or

assistance, comaanders are encouraged to contact this headquarters by calling
928-5623.
‘oo,
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Automatin Weapons Data

>

M

1. Each firing battery is carposed of two platocns, four sections per ple:oon,
‘two M-42A1's per section. (Total: 16 M-42Al's)°

ir.)

i

2. Each M-42A1'is aimed witha dual 4C-umm gun rnd one M~60 machine gun.
3. Rate of fire: Maximum 20 rds/min; sustained 100 rds/min.
L. Effective range: 3500 meters (point detonating self-destruct ammunitioen),

9,500 meters (point detonating non-self-destruct ammunition). Air defense
role, 1650 meters.

5. Ammunition

a. Type: 40-mm . HE-T, or HEI-T, SD, Mk 11, w/Fuge, FD, M 27. LO-mn,
HEI-T, non SD, MK ii w/l"uze, PD, MK 2’7. ,

b. Basic lead: 480 rounds on carrizze (480 more rounds may be towed).
6. Vehicle:
a. Full tracked, gasoline driven, air cooled engine.

b. 140 gal, fuel gives an opersting range of from 35 to 100 miles, depend=-
inz cn terrain conditions,

c. Speed: Upto 45 mph on improved roads, 25 mph in cross-country opera-
tics.

7. Weight: 25 tons (airlift by C-124 or C-141).
8. Crew: five men.
M-53

1. TheM-55 battery is composed of six sections, four squads per sect.ion,
) ”—55 per squad. (Total: 2 M-55's)

2. Each M=55 has four caliber .50 machine guns on the mount with one M-£0
mo‘,mt.ed on the orime mover.

B Ra.te of fire: Maximmm, 2000 rds/min; sustained 200 rds/min.

L. Effective range: Point targets, 1830 meters; area targets, 6750 mesters,
Air defense role, 725 meters,

5. Ammunitions
Inclosure 1



a. Type: .50 Cal.

b. Basic load: 10,000 rounds .n the prime mover, 10,000 “owea.
6. Prime mover: Five-ton truck w/armor kit.
7. Veight.

a. Mcuat only: 3,200 1bs,

b. Mourt, basic luad, crew: 8,000 lbs. (Carried by one CH-47.)

¢, M-55 complete (S-ion truck w/aimor kit, mount, basic load, crew w/ecuip- -
pert.): 20,850 Ibs. (Curried internally by C-124, C-130, C-141.)

8. Cirew: Five men,
AN/MSS-3

1. 3zch searchlisht battery consists of three platoons with 12 1ights per pla-
toon. (Total: 35 searchligits.)

2. Maximum reage:
a. White 2isht: 8,000 meters*
b. Inifinred: 802 metersH
3. Vehisle: f-ton truc: w/100 amp altervator.
L, Weligwi: 1.5 tons couplete (carried by CH-47).
. Crew: Two wmen.
HE: “f‘- YL Ve range cf searchlights, in either mods of operation, is dependent
1 atasspheric s~nlitions as well as terrain features. When camsiderinz esnloy-

minl of searchid l‘-x* s, effecciive range must be determined on an individual amaiy-
sis of the particular area of operation and prevailing weather,
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